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1. INTRODUCTION

In education, it will constantly feel as if the ground is shifting beneath your feet, and it is 
challenging to remain up to date with the latest developments and, importantly, how they will 
impact upon your day- to- day practice. This book raises your awareness of a range of complex 
and current issues that will impact on your work. There is a highly practical focus: unpicking key 
elements of legislation and policy. Practical approaches are suggested alongside resources that 
could be used in the classroom to successfully address the issues. While not necessarily giving you 
all of the answers, I hope to promote your critical thinking around the issues.

The Teachers’ Standards
The Teachers’ Standards (Department for Education [DfE], 2011) set out the expectations for 
teachers in England. This book addresses, particularly, aspects of Part Two:

• treating pupils with dignity, building relationships rooted in mutual respect, and at all times 
observing proper boundaries appropriate to a teacher’s professional position;
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• having regard for the need to safeguard pupils’ well- being, in accordance with statutory 
provisions;

• showing tolerance of and respect for the rights of others;
• not undermining fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and mutual respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs;
• ensuring that personal beliefs are not expressed in ways that exploit pupils’ vulnerability or 

might lead them to break the law;
• having an understanding of, and always acting within, the statutory frameworks that set out 

their professional duties and responsibilities.

These correlate to:

• Section 2.2 (education systems and professional responsibilities) in the Professional Standards 
(General Teaching Council for Scotland, 2012);

• the sections pertaining to the reflection on learning, learning outcomes and well- being and 
exercising corporate responsibility elements of the Professional Standards (Learning Wales, 
2018); and

• aspects of the professional values and practice and professional knowledge and understanding 
sections of the Professional Competencies (General Teaching Council for Northern Ireland, 2011).

It may seem that these elements are what you do every day, but it is important to realise that it is 
not enough to just know about these elements: you must keep up to date with the developments 
related to them. Doing this can be challenging, but this book is designed to help you fulfil your 
statutory duties in line with the latest developments. It signposts key resources to support you in 
remaining current in a time- efficient manner.

Drivers for change
Issues including mental health and well- being, online safety, prejudice- based bullying and 
safeguarding among others are all high on the Ofsted and government agenda, frequently featuring 
in the educational press and sparking debate. Safeguarding legislation is ever- evolving with 
regular and recent updates to key documentation. The year 2018 marked ten years since the Byron 
Review, and the evaluation of progress has resulted in some pertinent points being fed forward. 
There are changes related to relationships and sex education which are due to be implemented 
from September 2020 to reflect the changing nature of society and the dynamic nature of factors 
impacting upon this particular issue. With all of these in mind, it is essential that you actively 
consider how key requirements may be best addressed in the context of your setting.

There is a clear need for trainees’ improved understanding of the full spectrum of safeguarding 
issues in light of Ofsted concerns about trainees’ lack of broad and deep understanding of issues 
upon qualification (Ward, 2017). Issues around social media continue to attract increasing levels of 
attention. All of this is driving the national agenda related to education.
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Ofsted (2013) introduced a key document to guide inspectors in assessing actions taken by schools 
to prevent and tackle homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying, and this has driven the agenda 
ever since and added impetus to schools’ work in this area following the repeal of Section 28 in 2003. 
Other documentation, including Preventing and Tackling Bullying (DfE, 2017) make specific reference to 
prejudice- based bullying. Religion is often perceived as a barrier to this type of education, but guidance 
from the Church of England (2017) provides a helpful and positive view. Organisations such as Stonewall 
and Educate and Celebrate are constantly driving the agenda forward.

Educational disadvantage is an ongoing issue, and research from the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF) continues to inform practice. There is a strong and growing focus on mental 
health and well- being of both children and teachers.

Inevitably, there are links between all of the issues to be considered, for example the impact of 
family debt on children’s mental health, the impact of hearing about terrorist incidents on children’s 
mental health and issues around social media and well- being.

Audience and features
This book has been designed to have a practical focus with relevance to trainee teachers, teachers, 
support staff, leaders and governors. It supports your understanding of issues that impact on and 
underpin the whole curriculum, beyond the individual subject foci that you may sometimes be 
consumed by. It is intended that this be a constant source of reference to guide and support your 
practice. Critical questions are included at the end of each chapter and have been designed so that 
they may be adapted to suit the reader’s role. They may be used:

• by leaders to audit current practice to support action planning;
• by trainees, teachers and support staff to support reflection on practice and support 

professional dialogue and development discussions;
• by governors to provide challenge to leaders in order to support whole- school development.

Links have been made to key current policy to support you in considering aspects of good practice 
as well as areas for development to ensure not only compliance but the very best outcomes for 
your pupils. The policy summary contained within each chapter highlights key features of policy 
and the implications for you in the classroom. Resources have been identified to support you in 
the practical implementation of the key ideas discussed. Each chapter also contains good practice 
examples to give you a starting point for addressing the issues in your classroom.

I hope this book provokes thought and enables you to ensure that all of these critical current issues 
are effectively embedded into your professional practice in a meaningful and time- efficient manner. 
The issues will no doubt continue to evolve, and it will be interesting to see how these continue to 
unfold as we move forward.

Gary Pykitt
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